
 

Mini-Test 
1. In what year was Prokofiev born?  ____________________

2. What was Prokofiev’s favorite board game?  _____________________

3. Where did Prokofiev first go after he left America? _________________

4. Name three pieces composed by Prokofiev.

__________________       _______________________       _____________________

Sergei Prokofiev - �-� Only 
(1891 - 1953)

Sergei Prokofiev was born in Russia (now the 
Ukraine) in 1891.  Beginning piano studies with 
his mother at age three, he was soon displaying 
unusual musical abilities.   "
With his long, dangly arms and large hands, 
people often compared his piano playing to the 
sound of hammers hitting the keys.  Oddly 
enough, his favorite board game was chess! "

His first opera, “The Giant”, was composed by the time he was only nine 
and he entered what we would consider college by the time he was 13.  A 
fellow student at this college, the St. Petersburg Conservatory of Music, 
was none other than Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov.  
While considered a troublemaker during his time 
in school, Prokofiev’s compositions helped to 
usher a new era of Russian music.  He brought 
strange new harmonies, dynamic rhythms and 
lots of humor to the concert hall! "
During the Russian Revolution, Prokofiev left 
for America with the dream of composing in 
peace.  As it turns out, American audiences were 
not ready for his newer compositional ideas, and 
he later moved to Paris.  Here, Prokofiev enjoyed 
a much higher level of success.   "
In 1932, Prokofiev finally returned to Russia.  Some of his most 
recognized works were composed during this time, including our story 
“Peter and the Wolf”, as well as the score for the ballet “Romeo and 
Juliet.” "
Prokofiev later died on March 5, 1953. "


